16474

Federal Register / Vol. 79, No. 57 / Tuesday, March 25, 2014 / Proposed Rules

comply with any of the reporting
requirements. Because the Department
would use the reported information to
calculate the GE measures and the
institutional disclosures, it is essential
for the Secretary to have information
about why an institution may not be
able to report the information.
One negotiator argued that the
combination of the reporting
requirements of the proposed GE
regulations and the reporting
requirements resulting from the
regulations promulgated on May 16,
2013, to implement the 150% Direct
Subsidized Loan limit under section
455(q) of the HEA would result in the
creation of a student unit records system
in a form that is prohibited by section
134 of the HEA. That is not the case.
Section 134(b) of the HEA allows the
continued operation of a database
necessary to implement title IV, HEA
programs if that database was in
operation prior to the enactment of
section 134(b) of the HEA on August 14,
2008. 20 U.S.C. 1015c(b). Although
NSLDS is a student unit database, it is
one that is explicitly permitted under
section 134(b) because it has been in
operation prior to August 14, 2008, and
it is necessary for the Secretary to
properly administer the title IV, HEA
programs.
Section 668.412 Disclosure
Requirements for GE Programs
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Disclosures
Current Regulations: Section 668.6(b)
of the 2011 Current Rule requires an
institution, for each program that
prepares students for gainful
employment in a recognized
occupation, to disclose information
about:
(1) the occupations that the program
prepares students to enter, along with
links to occupational profiles on
O*NET;
(2) the on-time graduation rate for
students completing the program;
(3) the cost of tuition and fees, books
and supplies, and room and board, and
a link to other cost information;
(4) the placement rate for students
completing the program, as determined
under a methodology to be developed
by NCES when it becomes available,
and, in the meantime, if required by the
institution’s accreditor or State, a
program-level placement rate using the
methodology required by the accreditor
or State; and
(5) the median loan debt incurred by
students who completed the program,
identified separately as title IV, HEA
loan debt and debt from private
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educational loans and institutional
financing plans.
Proposed Regulations: Although the
proposed regulations would replace
§ 668.6(b) of the 2011 Current Rule, they
would retain many of the same
concepts. The proposed changes would
expand the amount of information that
the Department may require to be
disclosed and increase the Department’s
flexibility to tailor the disclosures in a
way that would be most useful to
students and minimize burden to
institutions.
Under the proposed regulations, the
disclosure items would include, but
would not be limited to:
(1) the primary occupations (by name
and SOC code) that the GE program
prepares students to enter, along with
links to the corresponding occupational
profiles on O*Net;
(2) the GE program’s completion and
withdrawal rates for full-time and lessthan-full-time students;
(3) the length of the program in
calendar time (i.e., weeks, months,
years);
(4) the number of clock or credit
hours, as applicable, in the program;
(5) the total number of individuals
enrolled in the program during the most
recently completed award year;
(6) the loan repayment rate for any
one or all of the following groups of
students who entered repayment on title
IV loans during the two-year cohort
period: all students who enrolled in the
program, students who completed the
program, or students who withdrew
from the program;
(7) the total cost of tuition and fees,
and the total cost of books, supplies,
and equipment that students would
incur for completing the program within
the length of the program;
(8) the placement rate for the program,
if the institution is required to calculate
a placement rate by its accrediting
agency or State;
(9) of the individuals enrolled in the
program during the most recently
completed award year, the percentage
who incurred debt for enrollment in the
program;
(10) as provided by the Secretary, the
median loan debt incurred by any or all
of the following groups: students who
completed the program during the most
recently completed award year, students
who withdrew from the program during
the most recently completed award year,
or both those groups of students;
(11) as provided by the Secretary, the
median earnings of any one or all of the
following groups: students who
completed the program during the
applicable cohort period used to
calculate the most recent D/E rates for
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the program, students who were in
withdrawn status at the end of the
applicable cohort period used to
calculate the most recent D/E rates for
the program, or both students who
completed the program during the
applicable cohort period used to
calculate the most recent D/E rates and
students who were in withdrawn status
at the end of that applicable cohort
period;
(12) the most recent pCDR as
calculated by the Secretary under
proposed § 668.407;
(13) the most recent annual earnings
rate as calculated by the Secretary under
proposed § 668.404;
(14) if applicable, whether completion
of the program satisfies the educational
prerequisites for professional licensure
in the State in which the institution is
located and in any other State included
in the institution’s Metropolitan
Statistical Area (according to OMB
guidelines);
(15) if applicable, the programmatic
accreditation required for an individual
to obtain employment in the occupation
for which the program prepares a
student; and
(16) a link to the College Navigator
Web site.
From year to year, in a notice
published in the Federal Register, the
Department would identify which of the
disclosure items institutions must
include on their disclosure templates;
where applicable, whether the
disclosures should be disaggregated to
reflect students who completed the
program, students who did not complete
the program, or both students who
completed and those who did not
complete the program; and any other
information that must be disclosed. If
the Secretary were to require disclosure
of completion rates, withdrawal rates,
loan repayment rates, median loan debt,
or median earnings, the Secretary would
calculate the required information for
each GE program based on information
reported by the institution to the
Secretary under proposed § 668.411 and
provide the required disclosure to the
institution to disclose.
The principal differences from the
2011 Prior Rule are that: the proposed
disclosures for all items, except for the
number and percentages of the number
of individuals who incurred debt for
enrollment in the GE program and
completed or withdrew from the
program, would be made only for
students who received title IV, HEA
program funds; the proposed
disclosures could be required for all
students enrolled in a program or
disaggregated by whether or not they
completed the program so as to provide
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