Campus Energy

Sustainability is
Across the Mission
Sustainability is embedded in
the work of the University of
Minnesota. Through faculty at
University colleges,campuses
and centers, we are ﬁnding
solutions to our greatest
challenges and developing
leaders. Through University of
Minnesota extension we are
building capacity throughout
the state. Through operations
we’re making the University a
more sustainable organization
and demonstrating solutions at
scale for others to replicate.

Visit us to learn more!
italladdsup.umn.edu

Energy use is responsible for 75% of the University’s greenhouse gas emissions.
We are working to reduce emissions through:

Energy Eﬃciency

Operations Sustainability
In response to the greatest challenges,
we are focused on four sustainability
priority areas

Clean Energy

Water Stewardship

Pursuing aggressive
energy conservation and
changing energy supply
to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions on campus

Managing infrastructure
and operating practices
around water
consumption, waste water,
and storm water
management

It All Adds Up – U of M
@UMNSustain
@it.all.adds.up.umn
Shane Stennes, Director of Sustainability
University of Minnesota
(612) 626-2588
stennes@umn.edu

Changing Energy Supply

Sustainable Foods

Sourcing and
supplying the campus
with responsible and
sustainable food
sources

Materials Management

Driving campus
toward waste reduction
through responsible
procurement and
disposal

Over the past decade the University has reduced
energy consumption more than 5 percent
annually. We've accomplished this through a
number of diﬀerent ways including building
recommissioning, installing LEDs, and
implementing Fault Detection Diagnostics. Energy
eﬃciency measures resulted in approximately
$40 million in avoided energy costs.
The University’s goal is to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions 50% by 2020
and to eliminate emissions by 2050.

Renewable Energy

The University is constructing 2 megawatts of solar to
provide electricity for campus facilities. The solar
installations will generate 2,411,000 kilowatt hours of
emissions-free electricity each year, and reduce
emissions by 1,705 tons, which is equal to the emissions
from 362 cars in a year. The on-site solar is part of a
diverse portfolio of renewable energy that is reducing
market risk and cost. The University is purchasing
over 57 million kilowatt hours a year of renewable
electricity or 25% of total electricity purchased.

The University is using more renewable and
low-emissions sources to heat, cool, and power
campus buildings. Through the Main Energy
Plant, the University generates electricity and
steam for campus buildings. The process is 83
percent energy-eﬃcient – more than double the
eﬃciency of a coal-ﬁred power plant. Combined
heat and power saves the University an
estimated $2 million a year.

University emissions decreased
37% from 2008 to 2018

